
 

 

Washington University School of Law 

NATIONAL MOOT COURT TEAM 
 

COACHES:  Rich Finneran (refinneran@wustl.edu) 
Cort VanOstran (cort.vanostran@wustl.edu) 
Sarah Sherer-Kohlburn, Chris Collum, Sasha Riedisser, Mark Zoole 

ACCOLADES: • National Championship (2012) and National Runner-Up (2018) in the ABA’s 
National Appellate Advocacy Competition 

• Qualified for 18 teams NAAC Finals since 2007 – qualified two teams in a single 
year four times, including 2024 (only 24 teams qualify nationwide) 

• Ten National Top 10 speakers at NAAC Finals (1st, 2nd, 3rd (x2), 6th (x2), 10th 
(x3)) 

• Three National Top 10 speakers at 2021 NAAC Finals alone  

• Awarded Best Advocate in 2008, 2013, 2019, and 2021 and Best Brief in 2013, 
2014, 2018, and 2021 in NAAC Regionals 

• Two National Championships (2018, 2020), Two Top Speakers (2018, 2021), 
and Three Top Brief Awards (2020, 2022 (x2)) in the Spong Invitational Moot 
Court Competition  

• National Championship, Runner-Up, and Top Speaker in Evans Constitutional 
Law Moot Court Competition (2016) 

• Three McGee Civil Rights Competition Championships (2009, 2010, 2011) 

COMPETITIONS: The National Moot Court Team will participate this spring in two major national 
moot court competitions: the American Bar Association’s National Appellate 
Advocacy Competition and the William B. Spong Invitational Tournament. The 
regional competition for the NAAC occurs in late February or early March, with 
the national finals occurring in the first two weeks of April. The Spong 
Tournament will occur in late February. Travel is paid for by the school. 

THE TEAM: The National Moot Court Team will send at least two teams to NAAC and two 
more teams to the Spong Tournament. Each team is comprised of three 
students. Team members must be prepared to dedicate a substantial portion of 
their winter break to preparing a brief with their teammates. Students must be 
willing to serve as alternates in competition at the discretion of the coaches, 
meaning that they will participate in the brief-writing portion of the competition 
and practice but will not argue in competition. Each team meets four times in 
the fall semester (total) and practices approximately two to three times per week 
during the spring semester up until competition. Students receive one (1) 
pass/fail credit, awarded in the spring, for participating. 

APPLICATIONS: To apply, fill out an online application before 5:00 PM on 
September 4 (visit http://bit.ly/NMCTApp scan the QR 
code). Auditions will be held on September 6 and 7. The 
application will require you to submit a resume, transcript, 
and a sample of your persuasive writing. For your audition, 
you will present an oral argument on an issue of your choice 
and entertain questioning for up to 10 minutes. You may 
argue either side of last year’s Wiley Rutledge problem, your 1L oral argument 
problem, or any other legal issue you designate with your application. 
Alternative audition times are available if needed. 
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