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Current Appointment

Washington University in St. Louis, Associate Professor of Law 2023–present

Education

Yale Law School, J.D. 2015
Winter Prize; Articles & Essays Editor, Yale L.J.

London School of Economics, M.Res, Quantitative Methods 2011
Marshall Scholar

University of Birmingham (UK), M.Sc, Economics 2010
Marshall Scholar

Amherst College, B.A., Interdisciplinary Studies 2008
Summa Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa

Prior Legal Experience

Office of Legal Counsel, U.S. Department of Justice, Attorney-Adviser 2017–23

The Eastern District of California, Law Clerk to Jeremy D. Peterson 2019

The Ninth Circuit, Law Clerk to Alex Kozinski 2017

Writing

In Progress

• Tax Exceptionalism After Loper Bright (with Noah Marks)

• What Made Income Taxes Possible? (with Edward Fox & Wojciech Kopczuk)

• Duties, Imposts, and Excises (with Ari Glogower)

• Inequality and the Corporate Sector (with Wojciech Kopczuk)
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Published & Forthcoming

• Tariffs and the Taxing Power: Historical Lessons for Major Questions and Nondele-
gation (with Ari Glogower), 103 Wash. U. L. Rev. __ (forthcoming 2026).

• Apportioned Direct Taxes (with Ari Glogower), 79 Tax L. Rev. __ (forthcoming
2026).

• The Practice of Executive Constitutionalism (with Daniel Epps), 111 Va. L. Rev.
1531 (2025).

• The Original Function of Tax Apportionment (with Peter Wiedenbeck), 188 Tax
Notes 1215 (2025).

• Special-Purpose Governments (with Henry Hansmann), 92 U. Chi. L. Rev. 633
(2025).

• The Debt Limit, 101 Wash. U. L. Rev. 1417 (2024).

• Moore: The Overlooked Excise Power , 181 Tax Notes 1759 (2023); 112 Tax Notes
Int’l 1345 (2023).

• No New Tax Cuts? Examining the Rescue Plan’s New State Tax Limits (with Edward
Fox), 103 Tax Notes State 1361 (2022).

• Does Law and Economics Help Decide Cases? (with Alex Kozinski), 48 Eur. J.L. &
Econ. 89 (2019).

• Business Income and Business Taxation in the United States Since the 1950s (with
Wojciech Kopczuk), 31 Tax Pol’y & Econ. 121 (2017).

• What Are Tax Havens and Why Are They Bad?, 95 Tex. L. Rev. 59 (2016).

• New Research on the Stubborn Persistence of Tax Expenditures, 150 Tax Notes 1462
(2016).

• Perceptions of Tax Expenditures and Direct Outlays: A Survey Experiment (with Ed-
ward Fox), 124 Yale L.J. 1252 (2015).

• The Uneasy Case Against Auer and Seminole Rock, 33 Yale L. & Pol’y Rev. 175
(2015).

• Is the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court Really a Rubber Stamp?, 66 Stan. L.
Rev. Online 125 (2014).

• Merging and Dissolving Special Districts, 31 Yale J. on Reg. 493 (2014).

• Beyond Discretion: Prosecution, the Logic of Sovereignty, and the Limits of Law (with
Austin Sarat), 33 Law & Soc. Inquiry 387 (2008).
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Editing & Collected Works

• We Are All Tax Historians Now, 181 Tax Notes 2147 (2023).

• Why the Supreme Court Might Not Overrule Seminole Rock, in Reflections on
Seminole Rock (2016).

• Creative Capitalism: A Conversation with Bill Gates, Warren Buffett,
and Other Economic Leaders, Simon & Schuster (2009) (ed. with Michael Kins-
ley).

• Complexity, Contingency, and Change in Law’s Knowledge Practices, in How Law
Knows (Stanford 2006) (with Austin Sarat et al.).

Popular & Short Writing (select since 2023)

What follows is a brief and recent selection of short-form commentary. More complete list-
ings can be found on TaxProf Blog (where I am a current editor) and the Atlantic
(where I was a writer and editor many years ago, before law school).

• Justice Gorsuch’s Learning Resources Concurrence, TaxProf Blog (June 22, 2024).

• The Conservative Case for Leaving Harvard Alone, Atlantic (April 18, 2025).

• Four More Takeaways from Moore, TaxProf Blog (June 22, 2024).

• What Issues are Fair Game in Moore v. United States?, Yale J. Reg. Online (Dec.
16, 2023).

• The Supreme Court Takes On Yet Another Made-Up Controversy, Atlantic (Dec. 4,
2023).

• Why the Debt Limit Is (Still, Really) Constitutional, Volokh Conspiracy (May 30,
2023).

• Why The Statutory Debt-Limit Gimmicks Don’t Work, Volokh Conspiracy (May
26, 2023).

• What Exactly Is a ‘Default’?, Volokh Conspiracy (May 25, 2023).

• There Is No Constitutional End Run Around the Debt Ceiling, Atlantic (May 24,
2023).

• Why Do We Have a Debt Limit?, Volokh Conspiracy (May 24, 2023).

• The Phony Debt-Ceiling ‘Calamity’ , Wall Street Journal (May 22, 2023) (with
Kristin Shapiro).

3

https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/law_scholarship/692/
https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1677&context=law_scholarship
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Creative-Capitalism/Michael-Kinsley/9781416599425
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Creative-Capitalism/Michael-Kinsley/9781416599425
https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/law_scholarship/687/
https://taxprofblog.aals.org/author/cclarke/
https://taxprofblog.aals.org/author/cclarke/
https://taxprofblog.aals.org/2026/02/25/taxprof-op-ed-clarke-on-justice-gorsuch-meeting-the-moment/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2025/04/harvard-trump-irs-nonprofit/682507/
https://taxprof.typepad.com/taxprof_blog/2024/06/clarke-four-more-takeaways-from-moore.html
https://www.yalejreg.com/nc/what-issues-are-fair-game-in-moore-v-united-states-by-conor-clarke/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2023/12/moore-v-united-states-tax-code-supreme-court/676206/
https://reason.com/volokh/2023/05/30/why-the-debt-limit-is-still-really-constitutional/
https://reason.com/volokh/2023/05/26/why-the-statutory-debt-limit-gimmicks-dont-work/
https://reason.com/volokh/2023/05/25/what-exactly-is-a-default/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2023/05/debt-ceiling-negotiations-default-deadline-biden-constitution/674155/
https://reason.com/volokh/2023/05/24/why-do-we-have-a-debt-limit/
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/the-phony-debt-ceiling-calamity-x-date-default-social-security-roll-over-treasury-ac939d83


Workshops & Presentations (including scheduled)

2026: Duke Law Tax Colloquium • WashU Law Faculty Workshop • Junior Tax Annual
Meeting • Loyola Law School Tax Colloquium.

2025: University of Texas School of Law Faculty Colloquium • Arizona Constitutional
Law Annual Meeting • Syracuse University College of Law Faculty Workshop • University
of Missouri Tax Colloquium • American Law & Economics Association Annual Meeting
• Columbia Law School Tax Colloquium • Junior Tax Annual Meeting • International
Institute of Public Finance Annual Meeting • Washington University Law Review Sympo-
sium • Washington University Tax Colloquium • University of Virginia Law Autumn Tax
Conference • New York University Law School Tax Colloquium • National Tax Association
Annual Meeting.

2024: Arizona Constitutional Law Annual Meeting • Northwestern Law Tax Colloquium •
Boston College Law Junior Faculty Roundtable • UC Irvine Tax Colloquium • Columbia
Law Summer Tax Meeting • American Law & Economics Association Annual Meeting •
WashU Law Faculty Workshop • Junior Tax Annual Meeting • International Institute of
Public Finance Annual Meeting • Midwestern Law & Economics Association • National
Tax Association Annual Meeting.

Conference Organizing

Washington University Law Review Symposium (2025)
Program Committee, National Tax Association (2025)

Law Teaching

Federal Income Taxation
Administrative Law
Tax Policy Seminar

Select University Service

Faculty Advisor, WashU Law Federalist Society Chapter (2023–present)
Faculty Advisor, Washington University Law Review (2026–present)
Chair, WashU Law Clerkship Committee (2024–present)

Select Referee Service

Journal of Public Economics
American Law and Economics Review
Washington University Law Review
Stanford Law Review
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Honors and Awards

John Marshall Award for Outstanding Legal Achievement at DOJ (2022)
Ralph K. Winter Prize in Law & Economics (2014)
Oscar M. Ruebhausen Research Grant (2013)
British Marshall Scholarship (2009)

Professional Memberships

National Tax Association
International Institute of Public Finance
American Law & Economics Association
Connecticut Bar
Supreme Court Bar

Last updated: March 23, 2026
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